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Visnuism is one of the chief religions of the Hindus and the 
Pancaratra is the oldest surviving Visnuite sect. The influence of its 
tenets on later Visnuism has undoubtedly been great, but has 
never been thoroughly explored. Despite change and corruption the 
ritual worship described in the old Pancaratra texts is still performed 
today in many of the famous temples in southern India and in some 
in the north. A deeper insight into the historical development of 
the Visnuite sects, into their ritual, occultism and building of 
temples and images can only be obtained from the scientific study 
of these ancient Pancaratra texts which formulate the relevant basic 
concepts. 

The theological and ritualistic aspects of the Pancaratra system 
have attracted scholars for some time past 1 and a number of texts 
have been edited 2 . Some of these publications are of a high 
standard and include illuminating introductions. Amongst these, 
Professor F. O. Schrader’s Introduction to the Pancaratra still 
ranks as the most comprehensive. So far only one Pancaratra text 
has been translated into English , 3 but the omission of explanatory 
notes on the meaning of special terms detracts from its usefulness 
to the layman. In recent years valuable work in this field is being 
done by FI. Daniel Smith . 4 

The reason why I have chosen to translate the text of the Laksmi 
Tantra is because its philosophical pronouncements incorporate 
many of the sect’s earlier traditions. I shall elaborate on this point 
later on. A second reason is because of its occultism, which throws 
light on an aspect of the Pancaratra system that is not dealt with 

1 H. Govindacary, The Pancaratras or Bhagavatas, J. R. A. S. Oct. 
1911; R. G. Bhandarkar, Vaisnavism, Saivism and minor religious systems, 
Varanasi 1965 ; H. Ray Chowdury, Materials for the study of the early history 
of the Vaisnava sect; Mrinal Das Gupta, Early Vaisnavism and Narayanlya 
Works, Ind. Hist. Q. 1931; Dr. S. R. Bhatt, The Philosophy of Pancaratra, 
Madras 1968; K. Rangachari, The Shri vaishnava Brahmans, Bulletin of the 
Madras Gov. Museum, N. Ser., Gen. Section, II, 2, Madras 1931. 

2 For a detailed bibliography see K. K. A. Venkatachari, Pancaratra Nul 
Vilakkam, Madras 1967. 

3 Parama Samhita, Gaekwad’s Oriental Series LXXXVI. 

4 See his Pancaratra prasada prasadhanam; Vaisnava Iconography. 
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in any other known text. Since however the size of this book has 
grown to be quite alarming, I have here been obliged to refrain 
from discussing the interesting topic of ritualistic esoterism. 1 

Before starting on my apologetics, certain preliminary explana- 
tions about my method of work are briefly called for. My translation 
is based entirely on the Sanskrit text edited by Pandit V. Krishnama- 
charya and published in the Adyar Library Series, no. 87. I have not 
used any manuscript of the Laksmi Tantra. Therefore, whenever I 
mention the text or the editor’s commentary on it, I refer to 
Krishnamacharya’s edition. Although I have studied the only other 
publication of this text, printed in I elugu and published at Mysore 
m 18 88, I have not based my translation upon it since Krishnama- 
charya has utilized it in his edition. 

I have aimed at accuracy in my translation — often unfortunately 
at the expense of style — and when explanation is needed, it is 
supplied in a footnote or inserted in parenthesis in the text of my 
translation. I have used parenthesis also to distinguish English 
words I have used in my translation to make a sentence complete. 
However the reader must not expect to find that every Sanskrit 
word has been translated consistently by the same English term. 
As words are affected by the context in which they are used, I have 
used alternative meanings when and as the sense required. Despite 
care, some irregularities may still persist in transcriptions of 
Sanskrit words. These are unintentional. 

From chapter XXXIII onwards I have not translated the clues 
given for constructing the mantras, but have confined myself to 
supply the constructed mantras only. My translation of the first 
ten verses of chapter XXXIII should, I think, suffice to demon- 
strate how the mantras are construed. 

Amongst the vast number of Pancaratra Agamas, 2 the Laksmi 
Tantra stands out because of its almost exclusive treatment of the 
Visnuite mother-goddess Laksmi, the Sakti of Visnu-Narayana. 
The text not only glorifies Laksmi, but also women in general as 
beings created in the cherished form of Laksmi, and it advocates 
their worship. Moreover it alludes to the particular sadhana of the 



1 That topic is discussed in my paper on the Mantras and Special Forms of 
Worship described in the Laksmi Tantra, which is awaiting publication. 

2 See F. O. Schrader, Introduction to the Pancaratra, Madras 1916, pp, 
6-12; and K. K. A. Venkatachari. 
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left-handed Tantras that requires a female partner . 1 Our text is 
somewhat reticent about the details of that practice, perhaps 
because it was apprehensive about how the majority of Pancaratra 
followers would react. It even launches into a lengthy discourse 
upon its ethics and the cautionary measures to be taken. Never- 
theless at the end of this discussion it asserts that, though not free 
from the moral danger involved in disregarding strict convention, 
the practice is not sinful since the participants are lifted to a 
supra-mundane level . 2 Undoubtedly this reveals the text's sympathy 
with left-handed Tantric practices, which is not at all surprising 
considering how prevalent the worship of Sakti was in India. Later 
scholars of Saktism, such as Bhaskararaya, the commentator of the 
Lalitasahasranamam, Nage£a Bhatta, the commentator of the 
Durgasaptasatl and Appaya DIksita, the commentator of the 
Candrakalastuti, not only mention the LaksmI Tantra but cite it . 3 
Obviously by that time, i.e. the sixteenth century, the text had 
gained firm recognition as a standard Sakta Agama. Inspite of its 
predominantly Pancaratra character, its undivided concentration 
on the worship of Sakti and its assertion that Durga, Bhadrakall and 
Y ogam ay a are merely other names for MahalaksmI, who is Visnu s 
dynamic power , 4 enabled our text to overcome sectarian boundaries. 

The LaksmI Tantra deals mainly with Pancaratra philosophy and 
cosmogony (which are inseparable in texts of this kind), and with 
the mantra-£astra (‘linguistic occultism'). A minimum is said about 
the ritualistic side of worship, and iconography is discussed only in 
the form of the dhyanas of the most important deities, such as 
LaksmI-Narayana, the Vyuhas, the main emanations of LaksmI, 
her retinue etc. Temple architecture and temple worship are totally 
omitted. The text also ignores public festivals, sraddlia-dharma 
(death rites) and expiatory rites. This silence about rites connected 
with society and its conventions indicates that the LaksmI Tantra 
concerns itself with the individual adept, who desires to be released 
from the miseries of worldly existence. This can be achieved by 

1 L. T. XXVII, 44-47 and XLII, 30-31; see P. C. Bagchi, Evolution of the 
Tantras, The Cultural Heritage of India, vol. IV, Calcutta, 1956, PP- 
217-218. 

2 L. T. XLIII, 75-90. 

3 See V. Krishnamacharya, The Sanskrit preface to the LaksmI Tantra, 
Adyar Library series, Vol. 87,. Madras 1949, PP- 39'4°- 

4 L. T. IV, 40 and 47. 

b 
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practising yogic sadhana (worship of God and meditation visualizing 
Him as the personification of a mantra accompanied by the repeti- 
tion of that mantra), which enables the initiate to receive divine 
grace, without which salvation is not possible. 

In form, the Laksmi Tantra follows the tradition of both the 
Sattvata and Jayakhya Samhitas. It deals exhaustively with the 
Vyuha theory. In that connection, it not only mentions the Sattvata 
Samhita but proceeds to elaborate on its philosophy. Thus the 
concept of Visakhayupa — only briefly referred to in the Sattvata — 
is explained in detail in the Laksmi Tantra. The metaphysical 
implications of the Vyuha theory and their bearing on the mantra- 
Sastra are put very clearly . 1 The basic need supplied by these 
concepts of divine manifestations is to provide the devotee with an 
object he can worship in accordance with his spiritual capacity and 
meditate upon whilst repeating the relevant mantra. This is the 
most important topic in the Sattvata Samhita, which is classified 
amongst the texts known as Agama-siddhanta . 2 But in regard to the 
ritualistic aspect of worship, the Laksmi Tantra follows the tradition 
of the Jayakhya Samhita, which accords a central position to the 
worship of Visnu and His consort Laksmi. Texts of this nature, 
advocating the worship of a single deity, are called Tantra-siddhan- 
ta. Indeed the Laksmi Tantra depends so largely on the Jayakhya 
Samhita that it frequently quotes lengthy passages of it. And 
moreover one is often obliged to consult the Jayakhya Samhita in 
order to clarify many of the actual procedures of worship described 



1 L.T, IV, 24 (dhyanavisramabhumayah). 

2 The Pancaratra Agamas are classed under four headings: — Agama- 
siddhanta, Mantra-siddlianta, Tantra-siddhanta and Tantrantara-siddhanta. 
The term siddhanta is apparently a synonym for Agama. The classification is 
made according to the deity on whom the text focusses attention. When 
attention centres on the four Vyuhas, the text falls within the category of 
Agama-siddhanta. When nine or twelve forms of Visnu are worshipped, the 
text is classified as a Mantra-siddhanta. When a single form of Visnu is 
the chief object of worship, the text is classified as a Tantra-siddhanta, and 
when worship centres on a non-anthropomorphic form of Visnu (e.g. the 
Man-lion incarnation), the text is classified as a Tantrantara-siddhanta. 
The Sattvata Samhita, the Pauskara Samhita, the Jayakhya Samhita and 
the Hayagrfva Samhita are respective examples of these four types cf Agamas. 
It is very important that the initiate should be careful not to confuse the 
different modes of worship prescribed in the various types of texts. Cf. 
Vedanta DeSika, Sri Pancaratra Raksa, Adyar Library 2nd ed., Madras 1967, 
PP-. 3 - 13 - 



